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NEWS &
PROGRAMMES

“ Its is the mark of an educated mind to be able to
entertain a thought without accepting it.

- Aristotle ’ ’



Enhance News Story and Feature Writing Skills @ CML

PEKAN, 23 April 2024 - To foster the publication of high-quality news and feature stories, the
Documentation and Social Media Unit of the Centre for Modern Languages (CML) organised a
one-day workshop on news and feature writing for its associates.

The event featured two seasoned UMPSA writers: Mimi Rabita Abd Wahit, Director of the
Corporate Communication Centre, Chancellery Department, and Dr. Hasnah Hussiin, a senior
lecturer at the Centre for Human Sciences. They shared their valuable insights and expertise with
the participants.

The primary goal of the workshop was to equip participants with effective strategies and
techniques for writing compelling news as well as feature stories. Approximately 30 CML
associates attended the workshop.

The morning session commenced at 10:00 a.m. with a presentation by Mimi Rabita, who focused
on news writing strategies and techniques. As an experienced writer and editor with numerous
publications on UMPSA platforms such as UMPSA News, UMP Create, and Pekan Review, as well
as in mainstream newspapers like Berita Harian, she provided practical tips that participants could
immediately apply to their writing.

“Our news writing goes beyond merely reporting events or programmes; it plays a crucial role in
strengthening UMPSA's brand,” she emphasised, highlighting the importance of staff proactively
documenting and publishing stories about their activities.

Furthermore, the afternoon session which began at 2:00 p.m. was led by Dr. Hasnah, who focused
on strategies and techniques for feature writing. Dr. Hasnah was the first-place winner of the ‘Best
Feature Writing Award’ in the politics, social sciences, and humanities category at the UMPSA
Quality and Innovation Day 2023.

“Write about what you are passionate about and knowledgeable in," she advised. “As an academic,
you have the advantage of sharing informed opinions on issues related to your field of expertise.”

The workshop concluded at 4:30 p.m., with participants expressing high satisfaction with the
sessions. Some even completed drafts of news and were ready for publication on the CML portal
and UMPSA News by the end of the day. The workshop was widely regarded as insightful and
productive, inspiring CML associates to continue producing compelling news and feature stories
in the future.

Prepared by: Nurul Nadia Muhammad & Rosnani Ismail
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Embracing Sustainable
Development Goals at
ICoLLT 4.0 2024

KUALA LUMPUR, 20 May 2024 -
The 4th International Conference
on Language Learning and
Teaching (ICoLLT 4.0) which was
held at Perdana Kuala Lumpur City
Centre represented a significant
step forward in language
education.

The two-day hybrid conference

that was organised by the Centre

for Modern Languages, Universiti Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA) in collaboration

with Universitas Ahmad Dahlan (UAD) and Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology (HCMUTE)

attracted presenters and participants around the globe, especially from Malaysia, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and China.

With the theme “Embracing Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) in Teaching

and Learning of Languages,” the conference

provided a platform for vibrant discussions

and innovative presentations. The event

began at 8.30 a.m. with a plenary session

titled “Fostering Intercultural Competence:

Leveraging  Language  Diversity  for

Sustainable Development,” that featured distinguished

speakers, namely Dr. Nguyen Vu Thuy Tien from HCMUTE, Dr. [kmi Nur Oktavianti from UAD, and
Associate Professor Dr. Nik Aloesnita Nik Mohd Alwi from UMPSA.

ICoLLT 4.0 successfully highlighted the intersection of language education and sustainable
development goals, promoting a holistic and inclusive approach to teaching and learning. The
conference not only provided a platform for academic exchange, but also fostered international
collaboration, setting a precedent for future initiatives in language education.

Prepared by: Hanisah Bon (Kasbon), Dr. Nor Yazi Khamis & Nurul Nadia Muhammad
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Enhancing Exam Readiness for Over 50 Students with UNITEN

PEKAN, 5 July 2024 - Centre for Modern
Languages’ Competency Unit successfully
conducted MUET Webinar 2024 CSR Programme
in collaboration with Universiti Tenaga Nasional
(UNITEN), Kampus Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah
Bandar Muadzam Shah, Rompin, Pahang branch.

The webinar was attended by 50 first-year
students from UNITEN enrolled in Diploma in
Business Studies, Diploma in Accounting,
Foundation in Accounting, and Foundation in
Business Studies programmes.

The primary objectives of this webinar were to

familiarise participants with the latest MUET

format and provide strategies for answering

questions in all four language skills; speaking,

reading, writing, and listening. As the participants

are expected to sit for MUET in the second

session, commencing on 23 July 2024, this webinar served as a platform for them to gain detailed
insights into examiners’ expectations for candidates' answers.

The webinar was spearheaded by Alia Najaa Md Nor, who served as the programme director for
this MUET Webinar. She emphasised the value of this collaboration in preparing students for the
upcoming MUET. She also expressed her appreciation towards UNITEN for their cooperation and
wished for further collaboration between the two universities, highlighting their shared focus on
digital growth, research, and improving students' English language skills.

The webinar was also managed by Nur Anisnabila Dianah, who successfully supervised the
technical aspects of the event via Microsoft Teams. The sessions were led by four experienced
senior language teachers from the English Language Devision at Universiti Malaysia Pahang
Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA); Rosnani Ismail, Nabila Abdul Malek, Nor Suhardiliana Sahar, and
Noraisah Nurul Fatwa Mohd Razali.

The webinar began at 8:30 a.m. with Reading session, followed by Listening and Writing sessions.
The programme concluded with Speaking session, which ended at 12:30 p.m. The speakers were
very helpful in imparting their knowledge and sharing their valuable experience with the
participants. Each session was accompanied by a Q&A segment, where the speaker addressed
inquiries and answered questions from the floor.

The smooth running of the webinar was also due to the support from Afrina Safiyya Ros Mazlan
Noor, a UNITEN student who moderated the webinar from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Her participation
helped improve her public speaking skills and ability to manage online webinars. Overall, the
webinar received encouraging feedback from the participants and UNITEN. The Competency Unit
hopes that the essential answering strategies provided will be useful in helping the students ace
the upcoming MUET.

Prepared by: Noraisah Nurul Fatwa Mohd Razali, Nabila Abdul Malek & Alia Najaa Md Nor
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Staf Pentadbiran PBM Menuju Kegemilangan

KUANTAN, 17 Julai 2024 - Unit Pentadbiran Pusat Bahasa Moden (PBM) telah menganjurkan
Bengkel Pemurniaan MyPortfolio dan Audit Perjawatan Unit Pentadbiran PBM bertempat di hotel

Grand Darul Makmur. Bengkel ini dihadiri seramai 8 orang
staf pentadbiran yang diketuai oleh Nor Ashikin Sulaiman,
Pegawai Tadbir Eksekutif Kanan PBM.

Menurut Nor Ashikin, bengkel ini merupakan salah satu
inisiatif yang dilakukan untuk meningkatkan prestasi dan
keupayaan staf pentadbiran dalam memahami dan
mengambil tindakan yang lebih progresif dalam
melaksanakan tanggunjawab masing-masing.

Hal ini juga selaras dengan Pekeliling Kemajuan Pentadbiran
Awam Bil. 4 Tahun 2018, iaitu hasrat kerajaan untuk
menjadikan sistem penyampaian perkhidmatan awam yang
berteraskan budaya dan nilai positif, inovasi serta kreativiti

perlu sentiasa ditambah baik dan diperkukuhkan dari semasa ke semasa.

Semoga

budaya kerja positif seperti

pelaksanaan bengkel ini dapat diteruskan di
PBM dalam kalangan semua warga PBM.

Disediakan oleh: Suriayati Mohd Sidek &
Jamilah Bebe Mohamad
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Pameran Inovasi Sempena Minggu EKSA PBM

PEKAN, 25 Julai 2024 - Satu pameran inovasi
sempena minggu EKSA PBM 2024 telah
diadakan di Pusat Bahasa Moden Kampus
UMPSA Pekan. Pameran inovasi ini berhasrat
untuk mendukung amalan dan pembudayaan
EKSA melalui kreativiti dan inovasi di kalangan
warga PBM.

Pameran ini terbahagi kepada dua kategori
utama iaitu kategori individu dan kategori
berkumpulan. Tema untuk kategori individu
ialah “Hiasan pejabat” manakala tema untuk
kategori berkumpulan ialah “Kemerdekaan”. Pameran ini
menyaksikan 10 penyertaan iaitu 6 kategori inidividu dan 4 kategori berkumpulan.

Ribuan terima kasih kepada empat
orang juri telah dilantik untuk
mengadili pertandingan ini; dua dari
PBM iaitu Dr. Fatimah Ali dan Profesor
Madya Dr. Hafizoah Kassim, seorang
dari Jabatan Pendaftar iaitu Sariyati
Nayan dan seorang lagi dari Pusat
Teknologi Digital iaitu Ts. Rosmalissa
Jusoh. Keputusan pameran inovasi
EKSA ini dijangka akan diumumkan
pada bulan Ogos 2024 nanti.

Disediakan oleh: Jamilah Bebe
Mohamad & Amy Zulaikha Mohd Ali
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Global Classroom Initiative Engages Students with International
Partners

UMPSA, 1st August 2024 - The Centre for Modern Languages at Universiti Malaysia Pahang
Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA) recently celebrated the success of its Global Classroom initiative, a
collaborative educational programme that connected UMPSA students with lecturers from The
University of Auckland, Hiroshima University, Keio University, and industry partner ResMed.

The Global Classroom initiative was designed to create learning opportunities and facilitate the
sharing of knowledge across borders. Students from UHL2432 English for Professional
Communication in Semester lll, Session 2023/2024 participated in interactive Global Classrooms
and even had their mock job interview assessment evaluated by collaborating partners.

This initiative was led by UHL2432 instructors, Hanisah Bon (Kasbon) and Wan Noor Farah Wan
Shamsuddin. The program kicked off with a Global Classroom session featuring two lecturers
from Hiroshima University and Keio University, Associate Professor Dr. Muhammad Nur Adilin
Mohd Anuardi and Dr. Muhammad Aiman Mohd Nor, on the topic “Elevate Your Resume: Stand Out
in the Job Market”.

The next Global Classroom sessions were conducted by Suaidah Mohamad, APAC Talent Sourcing
Partner from ResMed (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. She led two insightful sessions titled “FAQs and
Expectations in Job Interviews” and “Job Interview Do's and Don'ts: Before, During, and After”.
These topics are highly relevant to the students as they provide practical guidance and real-world
insights from an industry perspective.

By bridging the gap between academia and
industry, and fostering connections across
continents, the program has equipped
UMPSA  students with the skills,
perspectives, and networks essential for
thriving in a globalised world. As UMPSA
continues to expand and refine this initiative,
the university reaffirms its commitment to
nurturing well-rounded, globally competent
graduates who are prepared to lead and
excel in their respective fields, making
meaningful contributions to society at large.

Prepared by: Wan Noor Farah Wan Shamsuddin & Hanisah Bon (Kasbon)
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BJTU Alumni Achievements: Inspiring Success Stories from Our
Graduates

GAMBANG, 2 August 2024 - The Chinese Language Group at the Language Centre hosted a highly
successful sharing session with Beijing Jiaotong University (BJTU) Alumni. Organised by
Mandarin language instructors, Lee Cheng May and Kang Mei Feng, the event drew significant
participation from both current and prospective students. This year’s session featured outstanding
alumnus from the second cohort, Lavnesh Nagenthara Poobathy, Assayidatul Afigah Nor Hairin
and Aida Nadhirah Abdullah Harun.

The session saw an attendance of 23 students from the third cohort, along with approximately 20
students from the fourth cohort. The event commenced with Lavenesh, who provided valuable
insights on preparing for the HSK 3 examination.

Lavenesh, who had once faced academic challenge in the SPPT 4 course, credited his success to
his instructors. His subsequent academic achievements at BJTU have led him progressed into the
advanced Chinese class, a group reserved for students with exceptional academic performance.
His discussion on language strategies and exam preparation was particularly relevant and
beneficial to the attendees.

The session then followed with Assayidatul's comprehensive presentation on pre-departure
preparations. She focused on equipping students with practical advice to avoid the pitfalls
encountered by their cohort. Key points included the necessity of activating VPN services prior to
departure and the recommended amount of cash to carry when traveling.

The final segment was delivered by Aida, who provided an in-depth overview of campus life at
BJTU. Her presentation covered the locations of key academic buildings and dormitories, and she
reassured students about the availability of halal dining options on campus.

Aida also elaborated on the differences between the academic systems in China and Malaysia, and
strongly encouraged students to join the Malaysian Students Association. She emphasized that
participation in the association offers students unique opportunities to attend exclusive events,
such as banquets hosted by visiting officials.

The event concluded successfully, with the third cohort of BJTU students set to depart for China
on September 20th. It is hoped that the insights gained from this session will significantly enhance
their preparations for the challenges and opportunities of studying abroad.

Prepared by: Lee Cheng May
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Bicara Munsyi @ UMPSA: Usaha pemartabatan Bahasa Melayu
sebagai Bahasa limu

PEKAN, 8 Ogos 2024 — Program Bicara Munsyi
@ UMPSA dengan tema "Nampak Betul Tapi
Salah" telah diadakan di Dewan Kuliah Utama,
Pusat Bahasa Moden (PBM), Universiti
Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA).
Program yang berlangsung ini adalah anjuran
bersama Bahagian Pembangunan Sumber
Manusia, Jabatan Pendaftar dan PBM, dengan
kerjasama Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP).

Program menampilkan Tuan Haji Shamdzul

Ahmad, Munsyi Dewan dari DBP sebagai

penceramah utama. Aktiviti dimulakan dengan

sesi interaktif "UMPSA Cakna Bahasa Melayu",

untuk menguji ketepatan penggunaan bahasa

Melayu dalam kalangan peserta. Selain itu,

aktiviti ini juga bertujuan untuk meningkatkan kesedaran dan pengetahuan peserta mengenai
bahasa kebangsaan.

Maijlis kemudian diteruskan dengan kata aluan oleh Dekan Pusat Bahasa Moden, Professor Madya
Dr. Nik Aloesnita Nik Mohd Alwi. Dalam ucapannya, beliau menekankan kepentingan penguasaan
Bahasa Melayu sebagai bahasa kebangsaan dan peranannya dalam membentuk identiti dan jati
diri warga Malaysia. Beliau juga menggariskan objektif program ini dalam memupuk kecintaan
terhadap bahasa dan budaya tanah air.

Penceramah Tuan Haji Shamdzul kemudiannya menyampaikan ucapan yang menyentuh
kepentingan Bahasa Melayu dalam konteks ilmu dan komunikasi. Beliau juga membincangkan
beberapa isu bahasa yang sering dihadapi oleh masyarakat serta memberikan panduan untuk
memperbaiki penggunaan bahasa yang betul dalam situasi tempat kerja dan kehidupan harian.

Program ini diakhiri dengan sesi soal jawab yang interaktif antara peserta dan penceramah. la
memberikan peluang kepada peserta program bagi mendapatkan maklumat dan penjelasan lanjut
mengenai isu-isu dan kesalahan umum bahasa Melayu. Program Bicara Munsyi @ UMPSA ini
diharap dapat memberikan impak positif dalam usaha memartabatkan Bahasa Melayu sebagai
bahasa ilmu, selaras dengan visi Kementerian Pengajian Tinggi dan UMPSA.

Seramai 113 peserta berjaya dihimpunkan dalam program ini yang terdiri daripada warga UMPSA
dari pelbagai fakulti dan pusat tanggungjawab. Sepanjang program berlangsung, para peserta
menunjukkan kerjasama dan perhatian yang tinggi. Aktiviti “UMPSA Cakna Bahasa Melayu”
memberi peluang kepada peserta yang mempamerkan pengunaan bahasa Melayu yang tepat
untuk pulang dengan hadiah yang menarik. Program ini turut memperlihatkan kerjasama yang erat
antara dua pusat tanggungjawab yang terlibat untuk memastikan kelancaran dan kejayaan
program.

Disediakan oleh: Rosnani Ismail & Hamizah Zahari
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Double Triumph: Crowned A Gold and Best of Category Award!

KUANTAN, 14 & 15 August 2024 - An innovation in teaching and learning through game-based
approach has successfully secured a gold medal and astonishingly won the best of category
award in Invention, Innovation & Entrepreneurship Idea Exhibition 2024 (IIEE'24) organised in Kolej
Poly-Tech MARA.

Mohd Shafeirul Zaman Abd Majid, a senior
language teacher in Centre for Modern Languages
along with three other lecturers from Faculty of
Industrial Sciences and Technology; Dr. Wan Nor
Fazilah Wan Ismail (Head of The Research), Dr. Siti
Umairah Mokhtar and Dr. Shariza Jamek
(Co-researchers) Innovated The Conventional
Approach in Teaching Laboratory Quality
Management According to ISO 9001:2015 and
ISO/IEC 17025:2017 Standards to An Interesting
and Fun Approach Through Game-Based Method
in The Classroom.

Labquest — Laboratory Quality Management Learning Through a Board-Game Approach integrates
the prior knowledge attained in the classroom and instead of just memorising it for the application
and assessment purposes, it was transformed to a fun learning approach similar to that of
Monopoly game concept.

Players were given some capital in the beginning of the game where they can purchase any sector
that they want and fulfil the requirement correctly as the element of rewards and punishments are
also involved. These take concern about their existing knowledge on the topic taught in the
classroom and as a result, the approach is proven to be effective based on the pilot-test
conducted.

The IIEE'24 event involved more than 70 participations from higher learning institutions, schools
and private organisations in different categories not only from Kuantan but as far as other states
in the country.

Prepared by: Mohd Shafeirul Zaman Abd Maijid
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Komitmen Staf PBM untuk Menjalani Gaya Hidup Sihat dan Ideal

PEKAN, 15 Ogos 2024 - Salah satu langkah untuk mengurangkan risiko kadar kemalangan dan
penyakit di tempat kerja adalah dengan memberikan kesedaran yang meluas dan berpanjangan.
Demikian itu, Jawatankuasa Keselamatan dan Kesihatan Pekerjaan (JK KKP), Pusat Bahasa
Moden (PBM) telah menganjurkan pelbagai aktiviti menarik, salah satunya adalah sesi seminar
pencerahan tentang kepentingan makanan padat nutrisi untuk gaya hidup yang sihat.

Timbalan Dekan Akademik PBM, Dr Fatimah Ali menekankan kepentingan gaya hidup sihat dalam
kalangan staf bagi meningkatkan produktiviti di tempat kerja. Beliau menegaskan ia adalah kunci
untuk memastikan kakitangan dapat menjalankan peranan profesional secara optimum sekaligus
menyumbang kepada kecekapan dan kepuasan di tempat kerja secara keseluruhan.

Bertemakan ‘Merdeka daripada Penyakit, seminar ini disampaikan oleh pegawai perubatan

daripada Hospital Tengku Ampuan Afzan (HTAA), Kuantan, Dr. Mohd Hafidzudin Abd Razak.

Seminar ini memberi tumpuan cara menangani isu obesiti, iaitu masalah kesihatan utama dalam
kalangan rakyat Malaysia.

Penceramah menekankan kepentingan mengawal selia
dan merancang pemakanan seimbang untuk
memerangi obesiti. Selain itu, beliau turut menekankan
kesan buruk obesiti kepada kesihatan fizikal dan mental
disamping berkongsi pandangan tentang ‘the brain-gut
axis' — hubungan penting antara kesihatan pencernaan
dan kesejahteraan mental.

Selaras dengan fungsi jawatankuasa ini yang berperanan menggalakkan semua staf untuk
mengamalkan budaya kerja yang sihat dan sejahtera, dalam ceramah tersebut, penceramah juga
menggalakkan para peserta untuk memasukkan rutin senaman dalam kehidupan seharian mereka
bagi mengekalkan kesihatan tubuh yang optimum.

Saranan ini diterima baik oleh para peserta kerana mereka turut mengakui bahawa sentiasa
berada dalam persekitaran tempat kerja yang pasif, iaitu kebanyakan masa dihabiskan dengan
hanya duduk menghadap komputer dalam jangka masa yang lama tanpa sebarang pergerakan.

Justeru penceramah telah menjalankan dua latihan amali mudah untuk mengukur kadar
kecergasan fizikal yang mana telah membuka mata setiap peserta tentang kepentingan
mengutamakan kesihatan dalam aktiviti kehidupan seharian.

Sesi diakhiri dengan Dr. Hafidzuddin menawarkan pemeriksaan kesihatan percuma, yang
seterusnya menekankan kepentingan pemeriksaan kesihatan secara berkala.

Disediakan oleh: Hamizah Zahari, Farah Hanan Aminallah & Siti Ainun Jariyah Hassan
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Langkah Merdeka: Kempen Gaya Hidup Sihat Meriah

PEKAN, 15 Ogos 2024 - Unit Sukan dan Rekreasi dengan kerjasama Unit Keselamatan dan
Kesihatan Pekerjaan Pusat Bahasa Moden telah menganjurkan program Langkah Merdeka: Jalan
Pagi Bersama Untuk Hidup Sihat & Ceria bertempat di sekitar Pusat Bahasa Moden (PBM),
Universiti Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA).

Program berkonsepkan gaya hidup sihat ini diadakan sejajar dengan inisiatif pelaksanaan
Program Gaya Hidup Sihat di peringkat universiti dan pusat tanggungjawab di UMPSA.

Bersempena dengan sambutan minggu kemerdekaan, peserta hadir memberi sokongan dengan
memakai pakaian sukan yang bertemakan warna kemerdekaan, seperti bertanjak bagi lelaki dan
memakai tudung bercorak bendera Malaysia atau warna kemerdekaan bagi perempuan.

Program yang dihadiri oleh 25 orang staf dari PBM dan beberapa jabatan lain di UMPSA ini
dimulakan dengan senaman ringan dan regangan otot di hadapan Dewan Kuliah Utama.
Seterusnya, semua peserta berjalan bersama-sama mengelilingi tasik berhadapan perpustakaan
universiti sambil membawa bendera kecil dan mengibarkan bendera dengan penuh semangat
patriotik.

Aktiviti yang berlangsung selama satu jam ini bukan sahaja bertujuan meningkatkan kecergasan
fizikal tetapi juga dapat mengeratkan hubungan antara staf dari pelbagai jabatan. Program
Langkah Merdeka: Jalan Pagi Bersama Untuk Hidup Sihat & Ceria ini telah berjaya mencapai
objektifnya dengan sambutan positif daripada para peserta.

Melalui aktiviti ini, staf bukan sahaja dapat menyemarakkan semangat kemerdekaan tetapi juga
mendorong kepada amalan gaya hidup sihat demi mengekalkan kesihatan. Diharapkan program
sebegini dapat diteruskan pada masa akan datang dengan penglibatan yang lebih meluas,
seterusnya menyokong inisiatif universiti dalam usaha
melahirkan warga kerja yang sihat.

Disediakan oleh: Syahrina Ahmad
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VocaBoost 2.0: Building Tioman
Little Ambassadors’ Confidence
in English

PULAU TIOMAN, 22 August 2024 - A dynamic
community project was recently conducted by a
group of ten dedicated associates from the
Centre for Modern Languages (CML), led by
Associate Professor Dr Zuraina Ali.

This initiative is part of the prestigious Profesor Turun Padang (PTP) programme, which is run by
the Universiti Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA) Centre for Industry & Community
Linkages.

The event took place at Sekolah Kebangsaan Tekek, located on the picturesque island of Pulau
Tioman. A total of 30 enthusiastic Year 6 students participated in the programme, which aimed to
enhance their confidence in English language skills through interactive and enjoyable vocabulary
building activities.

The programme commenced promptly at 9:00 a.m. with an ice-breaking session. Students were
divided into small groups, each presenting their unique war cry, setting the tone for a day filled with
energy and learning. The programme was structured into three engaging stages:

.The success of this project underscores the effectiveness of the Profesor Turun Padang (PTP)
programme in bridging academic learning with real-world
community engagement. This programme has set a commendable
example of how educational initiatives can be both impactful and
enjoyable, leaving a lasting positive
impression on the young participants.

Prepared by: Nurul Nadia Muhammad & Dr.
Ruhil Amal Azmuddin
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Fostering a Love for Reading: UMPSA's Inspiring Reading Circle at SK
Juara, Pulau Tioman

PULAU TIOMAN, 22 August 2024 - The Centre for Modern Languages at Universiti Malaysia
Pahang Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA), in collaboration with Sekolah Kebangsaan (SK) Juara,
organised the "Reading Circle", a community service program aimed at fostering a love of reading
among students. English books were also donated, giving the students access to a wider variety of
reading materials.

The event saw enthusiastic participation from 35 of the school's 39 students, highlighting the

strong interest from the community. The program began with an ice-breaking session, followed by

an engaging Reading Circle featuring interactive games and activities designed to stimulate and
reinforce reading skills. The event concluded with a
symbolic handover of reading materials to the
Student Affairs Senior Assistant of SK Juara, Mariana
binti Jantan.

Farah Liyana Ahmad Azmey, the Program Director,
remarked, “This program not only aims to improve the
students’ reading abilities but also to foster a
long-lasting reading culture.” She emphasized that the
initiative is part of UMPSA's broader commitment to
supporting Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4,
which focuses on providing quality education,
particularly to students from underprivileged backgrounds.

A noteworthy aspect of the program was the generous contribution of books donated by UMPSA
staff. These donations complemented the program’s efforts by providing valuable reading
materials that will continue to support the students' learning even after the event.

A representative from SK Juara expressed heartfelt gratitude, noting that the presence of UMPSA
staff brought hope and inspiration to the students, particularly through their engagement in the
English reading activities. Teachers reported that the students thoroughly enjoyed the experience
and were motivated by the fun, interactive approach.

Overall, the Reading Circle program was a resounding success, achieving its goals and receiving
positive feedback from students and teachers. It is hoped that similar programs will continue in the
future, further cultivating a love for reading and enhancing learning opportunities for students.

Prepared by: Farah Liyana Ahmad A'azmey
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Staf PBM Memeriahkan Perarakan Bulan
Kemerdekaan

KUANTAN, 31 Ogos 2024 - Seramai empat orang staf Pusat Bahasa
Moden (PBM) terlibat dalam memeriahkan Perarakan Bulan
Kemerdekaan di Padang Majlis Perbandaran Kuantan 1 (MPK 1).
Keempat-empat staf yang menyertai perbarisan perarakan
kemerdekaan ini ialah Shamsul Harbi, Hanisah Bon (Kasbon),
Jamilah Bebe Mohamad, dan Najjahul Huda Hassan.

Mereka bersama-sama dengan 40 warga Universiti Malaysia Pahang
Al-Sultan Abdullah (UMPSA) telah berganding bahu membentuk satu pasukan yang mewakili
kontigen UMPSA. Acara perarakan ini bermula sejak tiga hari sebelum hari kemerdekaan, iaitu
selama dua hari merupakan hari latihan serta raptai penuh yang
dimulai seawal jam lima pagi.

Menurut Najjahul Huda, staf teknikal PBM, ini merupakan buat
julung kalinya pada tahun ini beliau menyertai Perarakan Bulan
Kemerdekaan. Penglibatan beliau pada tahun ini dalam acara
perbarisan dan perarakan bagi Sambutan Hari Kebangsaan 2024
ini memberikan pengalaman baru sambutan kemerdekaan
kepada dirinya.

Semoga penglibatan staf PBM dalam aktiviti sebegini menjadi
medium kepada mereka untuk
mengenali dengan lebih ramai warga UMPSA, sambal menyemai semangat patriotisme kepada
negara. Selain itu, diharapkan penyertaan ini turut memperkasa kemabhiran bersosial, khususnya
dari aspek komunikasi, toleransi, kerja berpasukan dan semangat kesukarelawanan.
Salam Malaysia Madani: Jiwa Merdeka.

Disediakan oleh: Jamilah Bebe Mohamad & Hanisah Bon (Kasbon)
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Hayya Natakallam: Preparing
Students for International
Mobility Programme in Saudi
Arabia

GAMBANG, 7 September 2024 - Fifteen
students from the Ulul Albab Programme
recently completed an online Arabic language
course, Hayya Natakallam, designed to prepare
them for their upcoming international mobility
programme in Madinah, Saudi Arabia. The
course, which focused on Ammiyah (colloquial
Arabic), aimed to enhance students’ linguistic
skills in preparation for real-world interactions
during their two-week stay.

The online session was led by Rosjuliana Hidayu Rosli, Senior Arabic Language Teacher at the
Centre for Modern Languages, and took place from 9:00 PM to 10:30 PM via Zoom. With her expert
guidance and approachable teaching style, she helped the students build confidence and improve
their conversational Arabic. Her supportive instruction created a positive learning environment,
helping the students feel prepared for their immersion experience in Saudi Arabia.

As part of the international mobility programme, the students will participate in the Talaqqi
Al-Quran Reading Course at the historic Nabawi Mosque in Madinah, where they will study the
Quran using the Madaniah method—a traditional approach focused on precise recitation. This
immersive experience is designed to strengthen both their Arabic proficiency and their connection
to the Quran.

In addition to the Quranic studies, the students will attend a specialized workshop at the Islamic
University of Madinah, one of the world’s foremost institutions for Islamic studies. Their trip will
conclude with an Umrah pilgrimage in Makkah. The two-week journey is set to begin on 25
September 2024.

This international mobility programme is part of the Malaysian government's initiative to
internationalize higher education, aligning with Strategic Pillar 2 of the Ministry of Higher
Education (MoHE). It seeks to enhance Malaysia’'s global reputation for academic excellence,
offering students unique opportunities to engage deeply with the Arabic language and Islamic
culture in its historical context.

Zulfa Kurnia Umani, Programme Coordinator and PhD student, has played a pivotal role in leading
this initiative. Her dedication to academic excellence and her passion for education have ensured
a meaningful and enriching learning experience for the participants. The programme not only
enhances the students’ understanding of Arabic but also deepens their engagement with Islamic
teachings through a culturally immersive environment.

Upon their return, the students will bring valuable insights into Arab culture and Islamic heritage,
serving as ambassadors of knowledge and fostering greater understanding between cultures.

Prepared by: Rosjuliana Hidayu Rosli
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CML Celebrates Malaysian Heroes at “Speak Up!” 2024

GAMBANG, 20 September 2024 - A two-day event “Speak Up!”, was successfully held on 18 and 19
September 2024, aimed at improving the communication skills of personnel from the 4th Brigade
Headquarters (Mechanize), Kuantan Air Base, and Naval Region 1 Headquarters. This
comprehensive program focused on enhancing both verbal and non-verbal communication, as
well as fostering confidence among participants.

The event, organised as part of Malaysia Day celebrations, brought together over 88 troops from
the three military units. This year marks the fifth collaboration between Community Services Unit
of Centre for Modern Languages (CML) with the troops. “Speak Up!” 2024 featured a series of
interactive workshops and communication input designed to develop clear and effective
communication which essential for both military operations and day-to-day tasks.

Some of the featured are ice-breaking session, conversational skills, impromptu speech, and
presentation skills led by CML expert trainers respectively: Nur syafawati Sabuan, Siti
Nurzaimalina Abd Majid, Dr. Ezihaslinda Ngah, and Dr. Azwin Arif.

The trainers were assisted by dedicated facilitators: Dr. Mohammad Musab Azmat Ali, Dr. Nor Yazi
Khamis, Khairul Amri Abdul Aziz, Abdul Jalil Abdul Rahim, Nur Anisnabila Dianah, Wan Noor Farah
Wan Shamsuddin, Zarina Mohd Ali, Nurkarimah Yusof, Arulselvi Uthayakumaran, Rosnani Ismail,
Hamizah Zahari, and Siti Ainun Jariyah Hassan.

This event will also not be made possible without the assistance of the committee members: Kang
Mei Feng, Syahrina Ahmad, Mardhiyyah Zamani, Azlina Mohd Ariffin, Farah Hanan Aminallah, and
Suriayati Mohd Sidek.

Throughout the event, expert trainers conducted sessions on various aspects of communication,
including practicing conversational starters, reading non-verbal cues, and playing many game
stations. The highlight of “Speak Up!" was a group presentation segment where participants
showcased their original poem based on their interpretation of Malaysia Day. Representatives
from each military unit recited their poems and engaged in collaborative discussions,
demonstrating their growth in both confidence and clarity of expression.

Lieutenant Faris Syahmi from the Naval Region 1 Headquarters remarked on the significance of
such event in his speech during the closing ceremony. “This event has been a valuable experience
for the troops. Effective communication is a critical part of our teamwork, especially when working
across different units. Speak Up has strengthened our ability to communicate effectively.”

The closing ceremony also attended by the Head of Department of English Language division, Dr.
Umi Kalsom Masrom who delivered token of appreciation to outstanding participants and best
group from the event. “Speak Up!” is a testament to our commitment to continuous improvement
in the armed forces. The “Speak Up!” initiative was hailed as a success, with many participants
expressing enthusiasm for future sessions to build on the skills learned. The event marks a
significant step towards fostering a more communicative and cohesive military force in Malaysia.

Prepared by: Wan Noor Farah Wan Shamsuddin, Dr. Nor Yazi Khamis, Dr. Azwin Arif Abdul Rahim,
Nur syafawati Sabuan & Suriayati Mohd Sidek
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UMPSA Club Advisors Meet to Improve Student Engagement

GAMBANG, September 26, 2024 - Akademi Adab Universiti Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan Abdullah
(UMPSA) hosted a meeting for the advisors of various student clubs. This is aimed to enhance
student engagement, address key operational matters, and bring together dedicated advisors from
diverse cultural and language clubs.

The meeting was chaired by Professor Ts. Dr. Mohd Rusllim bin Mohamed, the Deputy
Vice-Chancellor for Student Affairs & Alumni, alongside Dr. Nizam, the Director of the (ADAB). Their
leadership fostered a collaborative atmosphere that discussed student activities, financial reports,
and overall progress.

Among the attendees are Kang Mei Feng and Lee Cheng May
from the Mandarin Club; Mardhiyyah Zamani from the Arabic
Club (KEBARA); Rosjuliana Hidayu Rosli, Assistant Advisor for
KEBARA and advisor for the Student Residential College 3
Representative (PEKA3) and Azlina Mohd Ariffin representing
the Espansia Club (Spanish Club).

The meeting provided a valuable platform for advisors to
review student activity reports presented by MTAP students,
discuss financial matters, and share successes and
challenges from the past semester. A key theme of the
meeting was the emphasis on collaboration among the clubs.
Advisors explored ways to work together to enhance student
engagement and create a more enriching university
experience.

This meeting represents a proactive step towards fostering a

vibrant student community at UMPSA, aimed at creating a

supportive environment for cultural exploration and language
learning. As the academic year progresses, these clubs are set to play an important role in
enriching campus life and promoting diversity within the student body, highlighting UMPSA's
commitment to student development.

Prepared by: Rosjuliana Hidayu Rosli
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ACHIEVEMENTS

“ To get what you love, you must first be patient with
what you hate.

- Imam Ghazali ’ ’



dchievemeat AL CLASSROOM ‘




PEMENANG

Achievemeat  GA JIAN MENU SIHAT




Achievemeat VIVA VOCE




ANUGERAH CENDEKIA

Hchievemeal  BITARA 2023




GLOBAL CLASSROOM
Achievement  AWARD COLLOQIUM




dchievemeat SUKUM 2024




FUN FACTS
& GAMES

“ Yesterday | was clever, so | wanted to change the
world. Today | am wise, so | am changing myself.

- Rumi ’ ’



Instruction: (
Test your knowledge of colours in English idioms and proverbs! Each question below has a

missing colour. Fill in the blank with the correct colour that completes the idiom or

proverb. Good luck and have fun!

L The issue isn't black or white;it'sa __________ area.

2 They were given the __________ light to start the project. [ l :
2 She was tickled __________ when she got the promotion.

2 He told a little __________ lie to avoid hurting her feelings.
L. He was caught __________ -handed stealing cookies from the/jar
6 She i feeling

12 Heis the __________



Instruction:
Test your knowledge of multiple languages! Match the words with their correct
translations. Good luck and have fun!

Kitab Gakkou Cinta Hubb
Amigo Xuexiao Casa Buch
Essen Usrah Fangzi Friend
House Rakan Kazoku Hon
Shiwu Family Liebe Comida
SR LAY (Rl\gamnadnai::d) (RJ:np;rnl?ss:d) (Ro?r::lt:::ed) TN EETIET:
Rumah le Manzil Haus
Food Makanan Tabemono Tho'am
Book Buku Shu Libro
Pengyou Tomodachi Sodiq Freund
School Sekolah Madrasah Escuela Schule
Love Ai Ai Amor
Keluarga Jiating Familia Familie
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CREATIVE
WRITING

“ If you don’t have time to read, you don't have the
time (or the tools) to write. Simple as that.

— Stephen King ’ ’



DAHULU

Perit, getir, sakit,

Sunyi, gelap, sedih,
Bayangan rasa

Pabila rantai besi penjajah
Melingkari jiwa sang manusia

Akan terbitkah sinar cahaya?

Akan terbitkah sedar minda?
Menebus semula tanah tumpah darah
Buat titipan anak cucu kita

Pejuang merdeka

Sanggup korban jiwa dan raga
Sanggup gadai harta dan nyawa
Demi kebebasan

Yang tiada bandingnya

KINI

Aman, damai, indah
Syukur, bangga, bahagia
Bayangan rasa

Pabila bendera berkibar
Melahirkan negara merdeka

Masih adakah sinar cahaya?

Masih adakah sedar minda?
Menjiwai sejarah berdarah
Memaknai erti berkorban

Jangan pernah ada rasa

untuk kembalikan jerit perih mereka
Yang tiada bandingnya

Wahai anak merdeka

Sedarlah hidup bernegara
Tanah air menggenggam harapan
Agar roh merdeka terus membara
Menerangi jiwa—jiwa manusia

a\/“‘?"’\/a

QOleh:
Siti Norzaimalina
Abdul Majid

Kita ini anak merdeka

Teguh menyanjungi perwira negara
Kecintaan subur kepada negara
Tanah air tercinta iaitu Malaysia.

Cinta ini bukan sebarangan cinta
Punyai kasih segenap raga

Jalur gemilang berkibar di seluruh
negara

Lambang kemegahan detak perwira

Malaysia ibu pertiwi kita
Terukir cinta tiada terkira
Senyum terukir meluah rasa
Saat laungan Merdeka! Merdeka!

Jauh nun di luar negara

Cinta pertiwi tidak dilupa
Kasihkan negara semadikan jiwa
Biar jauh bendera negara

Ku lukiskan sendiri penyejuk mata
Kerna kasih turutan sukma.

Kini menjelang hari merdeka

Laungan semarak Merdeka Malaysia!
Ini tanah air tercinta

Di sini setia terukir rasa

Cinta pertama dan pastinya hingga ke
akhirnya

Dirgahayu Malaysia tercinta.

"\/—\689/—\-/"

Oleh:
Rosjuliana Hidayu Rosli
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Ibu...

Disini kutulis cerita tentang dirimu
Kasihmu ibu tiada jemu

membesarkan kami dengan sandaran ilmu
Semua itu ada padamu ibu

Aku adalah cerminan dirimu

Ibu

Tanggal 31 Ogos setiap tahun
Akan kucoret puisi buatmu
Buat kenangan satu hari nanti
Saat dirimu nanti aku rindui

Sosok peribadi dan bicaramu oh ibu,
Cetus rasa menyentuh kalbu,
Prasasti indah di hidupku
Menggenapi di setiap ruang dan
waktuku

Ibu hati ini telah berjanji

Berpegang pada paksi

Segenap jiwa ingin berbakti

Mahu jadi anak syurgamu

Kelak nanti di syurga kitakan bertemu

Ibu

Biar pernah kuluah seluruh alam
Ayah tokoh inspirasiku
Dengarlah ibu kasih hatiku
Ibulah satunya ratu dihatiku

o\/“‘é"’\_/o

Oleh:
Rosjuliana Hidayu Rosli

Vo

Anakku,

Perjuanganmu kau teruskan
Melangkah dengan penuh yakin
Membawa hasrat menggapai cita—cita

Anakku

Saat kaki kau jejak di menara

Terpikul di bahumu sebuah tanggungjawab
Bukan padaku ibumu

Namun pada dirimu sendiri

Dalam memastikan impian jadi kenyataan

Anakku

Dalam kau melangkah mengejar citamu
Ada ketika mungkin alpa menyapa
Jangan berlama—lama dalam leka

Segera sedar agar kau tak ketinggalan
Ada ketika mungkin kakimu tersadung
Jangan kau terduduk lalu menangis
Terus bangkit anakku

Perlahan kembali melangkah lalu berlari
Menggapai segala yang kau impikan

Anakku

Yang bulat tak datang bergolek
Yang pipih tak datang melayang
Kuatkan semangatmu

Teguhkan pendirianmu
Tabahkan hatimu

Mengharungi segala dugaan
Agar tercapai cita—citamu

Anakku

Doaku tak pernah putus

Mengiringi setiap langkahmu

Dalam mengejar impian dan cita—citamu
Dan bila nanti kau mendongak ke langit
Jangan kau lupakan tanah yang dipijak
Bawalah resmi padi

Makin tunduk makin berisi.

o\/“"g"’\_/o

QOleh:
Nor Suhardiliana Sahar
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Reawwtare

Kawan itu cerminan diri
Kawan itu perlu ditentu
Kawan itu pengaruh jelas
Kawan itu pembentuk identiti

Sehingga ada pesanan

Jika berkawan dengan si penjual minyak
wangi.

Maka wangi sekali kita

Jika berkawan dengan si tukang kimpal
besi

Maka bahangnya tetap kita rasai

Hargai kawan yang baik
Mereka adalah sebahagian keluarga kita.

c\/“‘ﬂo/'\_/a

QOleh:
Jamilah Bebe Mohamad

Vo

Sejarahmu panjang duhai bumi bertuah,
Saksi perjalanan Nabi, di satu malam
yang indah,

Hari ini, tanah suci ini kembali
direnggut rakus,

Namun semangatnya tak pernah pupus

Di tanah itu, langit memerah,

Debu dan darah bersatu pasrah,
Kanak—kanak kecil menangis sendu,
Menanti subuh yang tak kunjung jemu.

Di sana ibu memeluk bayi,
Mengirimkan harapan pada Ilahi,
Walau dunia diam membisu,

Namun yakinmu hanya pada yang Satu

Di sudut reruntuhan, doa tertahan,

Di bibir pejuang, azam bersahutan,
Perjuangan suci menuntut pengorbanan
Mengalirkan jiwa, tak pernah gentar
dihimpit zaman

Oh Palestin, bumi yang menangis,

Air matamu lambang keutuhan

Setiap butir pasir, setiap titis darah,
Menjadi saksi cinta yang tak menyerah.

Palestin, dalam doa kau tetap bertakhta,
Kami menunggu hari kemenangan tiba,
Kerna janji Tuhan itu pasti,

Kezaliman akan sirna dan kemenangan
milikmu kembali

G\/Nﬁo"\_/o

Oleh:
Mardhiyyah Zamani
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Waktu berlalu tidak terasa

Semua berlaku bagai sekelip mata
Tiba—tiba tahun baru bakal menjelma
Azam tahun ini sudah terlaksana
Ataupun terbiar sahaja

Tahun yang baru pula bakal tiba
Sudahkah kita bersedia

Atau masa yang berlalu dirasa sama
sahaja

Apakah perubahan yang ingin dicipta
Atau masih selesa di takuk yang sama
Perubahan diperlukan untuk berjaya
Namun apa salahnya jika di sisi yang
sama

Asalkan sisinya baik belaka

Setiap langkah membawa makna
Gunakan masa dan pengalaman yang
dicipta

Tahun—tahun yang berlalu
mematangkan usia

Cermin diri dan fikir sebaiknya
Tahun yang berlalu, apa
pengajarannya

Yang baik dikenang, yang pahit
dipelajari

Setiap tahun masih punya ruang dan
masa

Bersyukur masih punya peluang
merasa

Gunalah peluang ini sebaiknya
Selagi masih bernyawa

Hargailah masa yang ada sebaiknya.

m/\ﬁg"’\/o

Oleh:
Siti Ainun Jariyah
Hassan

Sewaktu Januari menjengah

Aku masih berada di Disember tahun
sebelumnya

Masih mengejar sisa—sisa kerja
tertunggak

Masih merenung azam yang tak sampai

Mac tiba

Pecutan sudah pun bermula
Penggal baru pengajian menyusul
Ramadan turut menyapa

Aku?

Aku semakin tekun

Tanpa kusedari

Julai memunculkan diri
Setengah tahun ini tidak mudah
Kecewa, hampa, suka, bahagia
Lumrah hidup manusia

Berhenti!

Tatkala September menyapa

Aku seakan ingin lari dari dimensi ini
Enam bulan pertama yang kurasakan
sukar

Rupanya sekadar ujian bersabar

Dan pabila Disember menepuk lembut
bahuku

Aku sedar segala lelah dan kesah
Perlu kujadikan titian

Menghimpun tekad seutuh kudrat

Begitu cepat setahun berlalu
Azam baru mula menyapa
Menghimpun harapan di ufuk jiwa.

a\_/\‘g‘)"\/o

Oleh:
Nor Suhardiliana Sahar
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CAKNA
BAHASA

“ The highest result of education is tolerence.

— Helen Keller






STUDENT
CORNER

“ Knowledge is that which benefits not that
which is memorized

- Imam al-Shafi’i (RA) ’ ’



MISTERI MALAM HUJAN

Hujan turun dengan lebat, memukul bumbung zink kedai makan kecil di pinggir jalan. Kedai makan yang mempunyai
nama bercahaya neon iaitu "Kedai Makan Warisan", kelihatan usang tetapi masih teguh berdiri. Aroma kopi yang
semerbak bercampur dengan aroma sup ayam panas memenuhi ruang kecil itu, memberikan sedikit rasa keselesaan
dan ketenangan kepada mereka yang berteduh. Angin kuat menerobos celah-celah tingkap kayu yang tidak rapat,
membawa bunyi daun bergesel dan ranting patah ke telinga para pelanggan. Bunyi yang kuat dan pelbagai membuat
muka para pelanggan cemas dengan situasi yang dialami.

Terlihat seorang perempuan belia yang duduk bersendiriran di sudut kedai sambil memegang kain yang lusuh
ditangannya. Perempuan itu bernama Farah. Dia seorang guru yang baru diberhentikan kerja setelah sekolah swasta
tempatnya mengajar terpaksa ditutup akibat kekurangan dana. Akibat tersebut membuatkan Farah harus pulang ke
kampung halamannya yang berada di Pantai Timur, Malaysia. Dalam perjalanan pulang ke kampung, Farah berasa
tertekan dengan apa yang terjadi padanya, namun dia menyembunyikan kekecewaannya di sebalik segelas teh tarik
yang masih berasap. Apa yang dia mahukan hanyalah sampai ke rumah ibu bapanya untuk mencari ketenangan,
tetapi ribut ini menghalangnya.

Kekhuatiran Farah bertambah apabila kilat tiba-tiba menyambar dengan kuat, diikuti oleh dentuman guruh yang
memekakkan telinga. Serentak dengan itu, lampu kedai makan terpadam, meninggalkan semua orang dalam
keadaan gelap-gelita. Sebelum lampu terpadam, sekilas Farah berpaling ke pintu belakang dan ternampak bayangan
hitam mendekat ke arahnya sebelum penglihatannya dimakan oleh kegelapan malam.

Beberapa pelanggan mula panik. Suara-suara cemas saling bertingkah, dan seorang lelaki tua yang duduk di kaunter
berkata dengan nada mendesak, “Jalan utama ke kampung mulai dinaiki air! Tiada siapa yang boleh lalu kerana
semua jalan ditutup.” Kata-katanya bagaikan bom yang meletus di tengah keheningan itu.

Farah terpaku. Fikirannya terus berputar, dihantui seribu satu kebimbangan. Kampungnya hanya boleh diakses
melalui jalan utama itu. Bagaimana dia hendak pulang? Di tengah-tengah kekalutan, dia meraba telefon bimbitnya
dan segera cuba menghubungi ibunya. Jarinya menggigil saat menekan butang panggilan, namun skrin hanya
menunjukkan satu perkataan: Tiada Isyarat.

Dadanya terasa sesak, dan darahnya berderau seperti gelombang yang menerjang pantai. Hatinya bagai dihimpit
oleh ketidakpastian malam itu. Bayangan ibunya menanti di rumah, sendirian, terus menghantui mindanya.
Pandangannya menyapu ruang kedai yang kelam. Sebahagian pelanggan masih cuba mencari sinyal, sementara
yang lain mula mengatur langkah untuk keluar, walaupun hujan semakin menggila di luar.

"Ya Allah, apa aku harus buat?" bisiknya perlahan, lebih kepada dirinya sendiri. Namun, tiada jawapan, hanya bunyi
gemuruh guruh di langit. Di dalam hatinya, resah dan cemas bercampur baur dengan keinginan yang kuat untuk
sampai ke rumah. Malam yang pekat ini membawa lebih dari sekadar kegelapan—ia membawa ketidakpastian yang
menusuk jiwa.

Dalam keresahan Farah, terdengar secerca harapan di mana tiba-tiba, seorang wanita bertudung hitam muncul dari
pintu belakang kedai makan. Dengan suara perlahan tetapi penuh keyakinan, dia berkata, “Ada satu jalan lain. la
melalui hutan. Kalau ada yang berani ikut, saya boleh tunjukkan laluannya.”

Kedai makan menjadi sunyi seketika, hanya suara hujan deras yang terdengar. Farah memandang wanita itu dengan
ragu-ragu tetapi dengan penuh harapan. Orang lain di dalam kedai mula berbisik sesama sendiri. Di tengah situasi
yang dikelilingi kesunyian, terdengar suara lelaki muda bersuara garau bertanya, “Awak yakin jalan itu selamat untuk
dilalui?”

Wanita itu hanya mengangguk, matanya tajam tetapi penuh dengan ketenangan. Wanita itu bersuara, “Jalan ini tidak
biasa digunakan, tetapi ia jalan pintas menuju ke kampung.” Farah tahu dia tidak boleh tunggu di situ semalaman.
Dengan keberanian yang baru ditemuinya, dia bangkit dari tempat duduk. Dengan suara lantangnya Farah berkata,
“Saya ikut.”
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Tanpa berlama-lama berada di kedai tersebut, wanita itu membawa Farah dan dua lelaki lain melalui lorong belakang
kedai. Mereka mulai masuk ke dalam hutan yang gelap, hanya diterangi oleh lampu suluh kecil milik wanita tersebut.
Pohon-pohon tinggi melambai-lambai ditiup angin ribut, dan setiap bunyi ranting patah atau dedaun bergerak
membuat Farah menggigil.

Wanita itu berkata dengan nada perlahan, “Berhati-hati dalam melangkah. Jalan ini licin dan berliku.” Dalam
perjalanan itu, Farah melihat sesuatu yang aneh. Ada ukiran kecil pada beberapa batang pokok, seolah-olah
menandakan laluan tertentu. Wanita itu tidak memberikan penjelasan, dan Farah memilih untuk tidak bertanya.
Tingkah dan watak kedua lelaki tersebut jelas terlihat cemas dan takut.

Perjalanan yang ditempuh dalam hampir 40 minit dengan ditemani suasana menyeramkan, mulai melihat hujung
hutan yang bercahaya. Wanita yang memimpin perjalanan tersebut tiba-tiba berhenti. Dia menghulurkan sehelai nota
kecil kepada Farah sambil menunduk. Nota itu bertulis dengan tulisan tangan halus:

“Jalan ini bukan hanya membawa kamu ke destinasi, tetapi juga kepada diri kamu yang sebenar. Jangan takut untuk
bermula semula.”

Sebelum Farah sempat bertanya dan mengucapkan terima kasih, wanita itu tersenyum samar dan berkata,
“Teruskan, Kamu sudah dekat.” Kemudian, dia menghilang ke dalam kegelapan hutan. Dia ditemani kedua lelaki
tersebut meneruskan perjalanan sambil bertanya-tanya, siapa perempuan tersebut.

Farah dan dua lelaki itu akhirnya tiba di tepi kampung. Cahaya samar dari pelita rumah-rumah di kampung memberi
rasa lega yang mendalam. Farah dengan rasa lega berkata, “Alhamdulillah, sampai juga aku akhirnya.” Farah
mengucapkan terima kasih kepada lelaki-lelaki itu dan berjalan sendiri menuju rumah keluarganya. Sebelum
berpisah, lelaki tersebut berkata, “Kegagalan adalah satu proses menuju kejayaan yang sebenar.” Di benak hati Farah
terheran-heran, apa yang sebenarnya dia alami. Tanpa memikirkan terlalu dalam Farah meneruskan perjalanannya
menuju ke rumah tempat kedua orang tuanya tinggal.

Setibanya di rumah, ibunya menyambutnya dengan pelukan erat, dan Farah merasakan sesuatu yang dia tidak rasa
selama ini iaitu kata “Ketenangan.” Nota yang diberikan wanita itu disimpan di dalam dompetnya sebagai peringatan.
Malam itu, Farah duduk di beranda, memandang ke arah hutan gelap sambil memikirkan apa yang dia pelajari.
Hidupnya mungkin tidak akan sama seperti dahulu, tetapi dia tahu dia boleh bermula semula, dan kali ini, dia akan
melakukannya dengan penuh keyakinan.

Di benak hatinya terdetik, lalu berkata, “Aku belum berterima kasih kepada perempuan misteri tersebut.” Belum
sempat berfikir keras fikirannya teralihkan apabila ibunya memanggilnya untuk makan. Sebelum bergerak turun,
Farah bermonolog dengan dirinya sendiri, “Dia mungkin orang kampung sini, mesti jumpa nanti, boleh aku berterima
kasih kepadanya.”

Keesokan harinya, semasa mengemas biliknya yang telah lama ditinggalkan, surat yang diberikan perempuan
semalam terjatuh dan membuatnya melihat isinya semula. Di bahagian hujung nota itu, terdapat simbol kecil yang
serupa dengan yang dilihat di hutan. Simbol itu kelihatan familiar.

Farah mula mencari jawapan. Ketika membelek album lama milik neneknya, dia menemui gambar neneknya bersama
dengan seorang wanita yang tidak dikenalinya bergambar di bawah sebuah pokok yang mempunyai tanda yang
sama seperti di dalam surat tersebut. Farah mula berfikir keras, dan bertanya-tanya adakah simbol yang dilihatnya
semalam adalah tempat neneknya bergambar.

Rasa ingin tahu Farah semakin memuncak. Dia kembali ke kedai makan untuk mencari petunjuk tentang wanita
misteri itu. Pemilik kedai memberitahunya bahawa wanita itu sering muncul membantu orang yang terdesak, tetapi
tiada siapa yang tahu siapa dia sebenarnya.

“Ada cerita lama,” kata pemilik kedai. “Katanya dia salah seorang kartografer yang terkenal dahulu bersama dengan
seorang rakannya. Mereka memetakan tempat-tempat rahsia, dengan bertanda simbol yang misteri dan tidak semua
orang boleh melihatnya.” Disebalik rasa teruja yang mendalam, dia berasa sedih dan kecewa kerana tidak dapat
berterima kasih langsung kepada wanita tersebut.
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CONTRIBUTE TO OUR MAGAZINE

The editorial board welcomes contributions from all
readers. Whether you have an article, a story,
artwork, or photography, we encourage you to share
your creativity with us.

Please submit your work to:
rosnani@umpsa.edu.my &
sitiasma@umpsa.edu.my

Look for a chance to be featured in
our upcoming issues.
We look forward to your contributions!
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